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SCENE II
BEFORE  THE  CITY  OF  ULM
A prospect of the city from the east, showing in the foreground a low-
lying marshy country bounded in mid-distance by the banks of the Danube,
which, bordered by poplars and willows, flows across the picture from the left
to the Elchingen Bridge near the right of the scene, and is backed by irregular
heights and terraces of espaliered vines. Between these and the river stands
the city, crowded with old gabled houses and surrounded by walls, bastions,
and a ditch, all the edifices being dominated by the nave and tower of the
huge Gothic Minister.
On the most prominent of the heights at the back—the Michaelsberg—to
the upper-right of the view, is encamped the moss of the Austrian army, amid
half-finished entrenchments. Advanced posts of the same are seen south-east
of the city, not far from the advanced corps of the French Grand-Army under
SorLT, marmont, murat, lannes, ney, and dupont, which occupy in
a semicircle the whole breadth of the flat landscape in front, and extend across
the river to higher ground on the right hand of the panorama.
Heavy mixed drifts of rain and snow are descending impartially on the
French and on the Austrians, the downfall nearly blotting out the latter on the
hills. A chill October wind wails across the country, and the poplars yield
slantingly to the gusts.
DUMB SHOW
Drenched peasants are busily at work, fortifying the heights of the Austrian
position in the face of the enemy. Vague companies of Austrians above, and
of the French below, hazy and indistinct in the thick atmosphere, come and
go without apparent purpose near their respective lines.
Closer at hand napoleon, in his familiar blue-grey overcoat, rides
Hther and thither with his marshals, haranguing familiarly the bodies of
soldiery as he passes them, and observing and pointing out the disposition of
the Austrians to his companions.
Thicker sheets of rain fly across as the murk of evening increases, which
at length entirely obscures the prospect, and cloaks its bleared lights and fires.
SCENE   III
ULM.     WITHIN  THE  CITY
The interior of the Aiistrian headquarters on the following morning. A
tempest raging without.
general mack, haggard and anxious, the archduke ferdinand,
prince schwarzenberg, general jellachich, generals riesc,
BjBEltACH, and other field officers discovered, seated at a table with a map
spread out before them. A wood fire blazes between tall andirons in a
yawning fireplace. At every more than usually boisterous gust of wind the
smoke flaps into the room.

